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PRESIDENT'S  REPORT. 


Members  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Association.- 

When  I  entered  upon  my  duties  as  President,  one  year  ago,  I  was 
aware  that  payment  for  the  publication  of  the  Catalogue  must  be  made 
during  my  term  of  office.  I  stated  at  the  annual  meeting  my  fears  that 
the  amount  in  the  treasury,  together  with  what  we  might  realize  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  from  all  sources,  would  not  be  sufficient  to  make  this  pay¬ 
ment  and  meet  current  expenses.  I  therefore  expected  a  debit  bal¬ 
ance  in  the  treasury  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  I  then  foreshadowed  to 
you  that  my  policy  would  be  a  curtailment  of  expenses  within  rea¬ 
sonable  limits,  and  a  judicious  restraint  in  the  expenditures  for  books. 

This  policy  is  not  of  the  sort  that  will  expand  the  Library  and  de¬ 
velop  the  Association,  nor  will  it  tend  to  make  popular,  the  person 
who  takes  its  responsibility  directly  upon  his  shoulders.  I  hold  it  to  be^ 
however,  the  fundamental  duty  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  to  keep  the 
Association  out  of  debt.  Its  means  of  usefulness  are  large,  its  property 
is  valuable,  its  income  is  assured,  and  being  free  from  debt,  it  should 
remain  so.  Entertaining  these  views,  I  have  pursued  the  policy  above 
indicated,  during  the  past  year;  and,  if  any  have  felt  that  we  have  been 
niggardly  in  the  matter  of  additions  to  the  Library,  I  would  ask  their 
attention  to  the  financial  exhibit  furnished  by  the  Treasurer. 

We  entered  upon  the  fiscal  year  with  the  sum  of  $3,400.35  in  the 
treasury;  we  have  at  present  a  balance  to  our  credit  of  $2,412.86,  and 
all  bills  have  been  met  as  presented.  It  will  be  observed,  that  notwith¬ 
standing  the  extraordinary  expenses  which  have  been  met  during  the 
year,  we  turn  the  Association  over  to  our  successors,  with  a  sum  suf¬ 
ficient  to  carry  them  through  the  first  quarter,  after  which  they  will 
have  an  abundance  of  money  to  keep  up  the  Library  on  a  liberal  scale. 

I  should  not  have  selected  the  year,  in  which  so  heavy  a  liability  as 
that  for  the  presswork  on  the  Catalogue  was  to  be  met,  as  the  one 
upon  which  I  should  prefer  to  leave  my  record  as  President.  I  could 
not,  however,  shirk  the  responsibility  of  this  service,  having  been  one 
of  those  who  urged  the  necessity  of  the  work.  This  duty  performed, 
I  had  looked  forward  to  a  second  year,  during  which  I  hoped  to  per¬ 
fect  our  relations  with  our  correspondents  in  London  and  New  York 


upon  a  more  liberal  and  more  systematic  basis.  This  work  done,  I 
should  cheerfully  have  turned  over  the  office  to  a  successor.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  for  the  consummation  of  my  wishes  in  this  respect, 
other  duties  and  labors  occupy  so  much  of  my  time,  that  I  was  obliged 
to  withdraw  my  name  from  the  consideration  of  the  nominating  com¬ 
mittee  and  relinquish  the  hope  of  a  further  performance  of  this  pleas¬ 
ant  service. 

Nothing  happened  in  the  year’s  history  of  the  Library  to  disturb 
the  even  movement  of  its  affairs.  The  relations  between  the  members 
of  the  Association,  the  officers  and  the  employes  have  been  harmoni¬ 
ous  and  pleasant. 

One  event,  however,  the  completion  of  the  catalogue,  has  taken 
place  quietly  and  without  stir.  A  great  deal  of  preparatory  work  had 
already  been  done  by  Mr.  Stebbins,  our  former  Librarian,  when,  in 
July,  1872,  the  Board  determined  that  the  copy  should  be  finished  and 
put  in  print.  The  general  plan  of  the  present  work  had  been  pursued, 
consequently,  we  felt  that  enough  was  known  about  it  to  predict  with 
some  confidence,  the  size  of  the  work,  its  probable  cost,  and  the  time 
it  would  take  to  complete  it. 

It  seems  ludicrous  on  looking  back,  to  see  how  wide  from  the  mark 
many  of  the  estimates  were.  We  were  led  to  expect  that  nine 
months  would  end  the  work  of  preparation,  and  we  based  all  our  cal¬ 
culations  upon  a  book  of  five  hundred  pages.  It  took  two  years  to 
prepare  the  copy,  and  the  volume  swelled  as  the  work  progressed, 
until  it  reached  nearly  one  thousand  pages.  The  estimated  cost  con¬ 
tained  a  variable  element  contingent  upon  the  size  of  the  book,  and 
taking  that  into  account  was  wonderfully  exact.  Inexperience;  the 
growth  of  the  library  during  this  long  period  of  preparation;  the  ne¬ 
cessity  for  reviewing  and  altering  the  work  already  done;  the  unknown 
and  variable  element  introduced  in  the  tabling  of  contents  of  volumes; 
all  these  may  be  urged  in  palliation  of  the  wide  differences  between 
the  estimates  and  the  facts.  To  these  must  be  added,  a  change  of  Li¬ 
brarians.  We  lost  Mr.  Stebbins,  whose  courteous  manners  and  fond¬ 
ness  for  books  marked  him  as  the  natural  Librarian,  and  we  gained 
Mr.  Whitaker,  whom  we  only  knew  as  an  attentive  assistant,  but  whose 
careful,  accurate  and  masterly  work  on  the  Catalogue,  now  approves 
our  choice. 

The  final  adjustment  of  the  terms  of  payment,  between  the  Associa¬ 
tion  and  the  printers  of  the  Catalogue,  was  made  last  May,  and  on 
the  eleventh  of  that  month  the  Board  audited  their  bill  for  $8,087.31, 
the  entire  edition — 1,650  copies — having  been  delivered. 
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The  volume  was  favorably  received  by  the  public.  Indeed,  its 
value  as  a  work  of  reference,  apart  from  the  collection  of  books  of 
which  it  is  the  index,  was  at  once  recognized  by  the  critics,  and  from 
all  sides  favorable  notices  poured  in  upon  us  with  applications  from 
many  for  copies. 

Some  of  these  I  quote,  in  order  that  you  may  understand  the  value 
set  upon  the  work  performed,  by  those  competent  to  judge. 

And  first,  from  the  Bulletin  of  March,  28,  1874,  I  copy  a  few  ex¬ 
tracts. 

In  the  course  of  a  detailed  explanation  of  the  character  of  the  work 
the  writer  says: 

•‘A.  E.  Whitaker,  who  succeeded  Mr.  Stebbins,  as  Librarian,  has 
displayed  a  deal  of  scholarly  taste  in  the  compilation  of  the  Catalogue. 

*  *  *  Certain  features  of  the  Catalogue  specially  commend  it 

to  the  patrons  of  the  Library.  Thus,  the  birth  and  death  of  a  great 
author  are  given,  whenever  the  facts  can  be  ascertained,  &c.  *  * 

After  viewing  the  substantial  quarto,  in  which  form  the  Catalogue  ap¬ 
pears,  it  seems  highly  improbable  that  subscribers  will  have  the  as¬ 
surance  to  offer  only  $2.50  as  purchase  money.  The  Catalogue  is 
well  worth  five  dollars  to  any  person  who  has  a  use  for  it.” 

The  Overland  Monthly ,  for  June,  1874,  says: 

“  He  (the  Librarian)  took  the  hints  of  others’  labors.  *  *  *  He 
has  adopted  what  is  probably  the  most  satisfactory  method.  Its  ful¬ 
filment  has  called  for  a  scarcely  appreciated  amount  of  labor,  but  he 
will  find  his  reward  in  his  own  conscience,  in  the  commendation  of 
the  few  who  do  comprehend  the  labor,  and  in  the  satisfaction  which 
all  who  use  the  Catalogue  will  experience  without  knowing  why.” 

The  review  concludes  as  follows: 

“We  have  not  read  the  whole  volume.  It  is  more  interesting  than 
a  novel,  if  we  are  allowed  our  choice  of  authors.  It  is  of  more  value 
than  many  of  the  works  catalogued  within  it.  It  will  be  a  solace  to 
many  a  weary  searcher  for  what  is  not  in  the  Library,  as  a  printed 
answer  to  the  multitudinous  inquires  that  wear  upon  the  patience  of 
the  Librarian,  and  a  prophylactic  against  the  waste  of  much  valued 
time  and  nervously  exhausted  temper.” 

From  the  Nation,  of  Sept.  24,  1874,  a  merciless  critic  where  it  does 
not  approve,  I  select  the  following  extracts: 

“  We  had  the  pleasure  not  long  since  of  describing  with  the  praise, 
which  was  due  them,  two  such  different  and  individual  catalogues  as 
those  of  the  State  Library,  at  Madison,  Wisconsin,  and  the  Mercantile 
Library,  of  St.  Louis.  Another  catalogue  is  before  us,  which  also  has 
its  peculiar  merits,  and  is  in  some  respects  superior  to  those  just 
mentioned. 
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Its  general  plan  is  that  of  the  Boston  Public  Library  Catalogue, 
but  the  extent  to  wnich  this  has  been  carried  out  makes  it  an  improve¬ 
ment  upon  its  model.” 

Alluding  to  the  subject-divisions,  the  writer  says: 

“  All  this  is  admirably  done  with  an  eye  to  the  needs  of  the  general 
reader,  but  equally  time  and  labor  saving  is  the  alphabetizing  of  col¬ 
lections  and  of  contents  of  works,  which  would  otherwise  have  to  be 
handled  and  examined.” 

The  writer  concludes:  “  The  work  deserves,  in  fact,  as  we  believe 
we  remarked  of  its  Western  predecessors,  to  be  kept  in  all  libraries 
as  a  guide  to  readers  and  students,  as  a  part  of  the  economy  of  such 
institutions.” 

The  editor  of  the  Albany  Evening  Times ,  November  13,  1874,  says: 

“  Whenever  the  Young  Men’s  Association  of  Albany  prepare  a  cata¬ 
logue,  they  will  do  well  to  model  it  after  the  plan  of  the  Mercantile 
Library  of  San  Francisco.” 

Triibner’s  American  and  Oriental  Literary  Record,  says: 

“  Those  who  know  the  labor  of  making  catalogues  of  reference,  on 
opening  the  present  volume  will  at  once  accord  the  highest  meed  of 
praise  to  Mr.  A.  E.  Whitaker,  the  able  and  talented  Librarian,  who 
has  made  it  the  most  complete  Catalogue  of  Reference,  as  regards  the 
library  itself,”  and  closes  the  article  with  describing  it  as  “  a  boon 
which  every  scholar  will  fully  appreciate  who  makes  use  of  the  literary 
treasures  which  the  Mercantile  Library  Association  has  so  assiduously 
gathered  together.” 

In  a  private  letter  Mr.  Triibner  says: 

“  I  have  examined  the  Catalogue  very  carefully  and  I  can  honestly 
express  myself  in  favor  of  your  arrangement,  and  recommend  its  adopt¬ 
ion  to  libraries.” 

Bernard  Quaritch,  of  London,  so  well  known  to  all  book  collectors, 
in  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Librarian,  says: 

“  As  a  practical  Bibliographer,  you  will  allow  me  to  compliment  you, 
the  Librarian,  upon  having  achieved  such  a  triumph.  Your  Catalogue 
is  really  a  most  handy  book  of  reference,  and  must  be  of  immense 
value  to  students.” 

Mr.  Winsor,  of  the  Boston  Public  Library,  “congratulates  Mr. 
Whitaker  on  the  Catalogue  he  has  just  issued,  and  is  glad  to  find  such 
creditable  work  springing  up  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  ” 

Mr.  W.  H.  Morrison,  Prevost  of  the  Peabody  Institute,  “likes  it 
exceedingly,”  and  enlarges  upon  some  of  the  features  of  it  which  com¬ 
mend  themselves  to  him. 


The  following  extract  is  from  a  letter  from  Mr.  Charles  Evans, 
Librarian  of  the  Public  Library  of  Indianapolis: 

“  A  careful  examination  of  your  excellent  Catalogue  has  shown  me 
many  things  to  admire,  but  the  portion  which  deserves  the  greatest 
praise,  is  the  numerous  entries  under  the  headings  “  California  ”  and 
“  San  Lrancisco,”  the  benefit  of  which  will  be  felt  by  every  librarian, 
who,  like  myself,  is  daily  questioned  for  information  concerning  the 
‘  Golden  land.’  ” 

I  take  the  following  sentence  from  a  long  letter  from  Mr.  S.  B. 
Noyes,  Librarian  of  the  Mercantile  Library,  Brooklyn: 

“  I  have  examined  your  catalogue  very  carefully,  and  look  upon  it 
as  by  all  odds  the  completest  of  its  kind  in  “contents,”  “analysis,” 
etc.  In  some  cases  this,  in  my  judgment,  is  carried  too  far.  But  that 
is  an  excellent  fault.” 

You  will  pardon  me  if  I  have  taken  up  too  much  of  your  time  in 
presenting  these  extracts  to  your  consideration,  but  in  justice  to  the 
Trustees  and  the  Librarian,  it  was  desirable  to  bring  before  you  in 
some  shape  the  opinions  of  the  press  concerning  a  work  which  has 
involved  so  large  an  expenditure  of  money. 

The  Catalogue  has  cost  us  $11,817.86.  We  have  received  from 
subscribers  and  non-subscribers  on  this  account  $3,002.50,  leaving  a 
debit  balance  of  $8,815.36,  which  must  be  offset  by  the  value  of  the 
786  copies  of  the  Catalogue  remaining  on  hand,  to  arrive  at  a  net  re¬ 
sult.  Whether  we  sell  them  or  simply  reserve  them  for  exchange  with 
kindred  associations  for  their  publications,  they  will  prove  equally 
valuable  to  us. 

We  had  originally  1,330  subscribers.  Of  these,  809  have  received 
and  paid  for  their  copies,  and  12  have  paid  the  subscription  price  and 
kindly  returned  the  book  to  the  Library. 

It  will  be  remembered  that,  coincident  with  the  delivery  of  the  Cata¬ 
logue,  the  Board  issued  a  circular  conveying  information  as  to  the 
expenses  of  the  undertaking,  and  leaving  it  to  the  liberality  of  each 
subscriber  whether  he  should  pay  more  than  the  agreed  price  for  his 
copy.  This  circular  had  a  marked  effect  upon  the  net  results.  The 
average  price  which  has  been  received  for  the  Catalogues  delivered 
being  $3.10. 

This  liberality  materially  aided  us  in  bearing  the  burden  of  the  ex¬ 
penses,  and  was  gratefully  appreciated  by  the  Trustees.  Owing  to  the 
length  of  time  that  the  work  was  under  preparation,  many  had  forgot¬ 
ten  the  fact  of  their  having  subscribed.  Hence  it  became  necessary 
to  deliver  the  books  in  person.  The  Committee  were  much  troubled 
to  find  any  one  suited  for  this  work.  They  were,  however,  relieved 


from  their  perplexities  by  the  voluntary  offer  of  Mr.  Darwin  Carr,  As¬ 
sistant  Librarian,  to  undertake  the  distribution  of  the  Catalogues  and 
the  collection  of  the  subscriptions,  while  continuing  the  performance 
of  his  regular  duties  at  the  desk.  This  work  he  has  performed  faith¬ 
fully  and  with  tact,  and  I  take  great  pleasure  in  calling  your  attention 
to  his  considerate  conduct. 

It  appears  from  his  report,  that  285,  out  of  1,330  subscribers,  have, 
during  the  two  years  since  the  subscription  was  made,  vanished  from 
the  list  of  members  of  the  Association,  and  their  names  have  disap¬ 
peared  from  the  Directory.  This  is  a  curious  commentary  on  the 
fluctuating  character  of  our  population.  Can  it  be  that  this  ephemeral 
and  unstable  element  in  our  membership  is  chronic  and  always  bears 
the  same  proportion  ?  Does  it  obtain  in  other  organizations  in  the 
city,  which,  like  this,  inhabit  stately  homes  of  their  own  ?  If  so,  we 
owe  much  more  than  we  have  generally  supposed,  to  that  element  in 
society  which  is  permanent,  and  the  burden  of  ornamenting  our  city 
with  the  many  fine  buildings  occupied  by  Libraries,  Fraternities  and 
Religious  Societies,  has  fallen  on  fewer  shoulders  than  has  been  recog¬ 
nized. 

A  melancholy  interest  attaches  to  the  mortuary  statistics  of  the  re¬ 
port  covering  the  same  period,  from  which  it  appears  that  twenty  of 
the  original  subscribers  died  before  the  Catalogue  was  ready  for  de¬ 
livery  to  them. 

The  services  of  Mr.  Loewy,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Books 
and  Donations,  in  connection  with  the  preparatory  work,  the  drafting  of 
legal  papers  and  the  arbitration  of  disputed  points  about  the  presswork 
on  the  Catatalogue,  deserve  especial  mention.  These  services,  for 
which  he  made  no  charge,  were  of  great  value  to  us. 

The  published  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  Association  need 
revision  and  amendment.  It  is  impossible  for  any  Board  of  Trustees 
to  work  intelligently  under  them  as  they  now  stand.  They  do  not 
harmonize  with  the  general  laws,  under  which  the  Association  is  or¬ 
ganized,  and  many  amendments  are  hidden  in  the  voluminous  records 
of  the  Association.  A  deliberate  attempt  was  made  by  the  present 
Board  of  Trustees  to  remedy  this  evil,  and  a  large  roll  of  manuscript 
on  the  subject,  (not  yet  completed),  bears  testimony  to  the  magnitude 
of  the  labor.  Mr.  Rearden,  who  has  had  the  matter  in  charge,  will 
probably  be  able  to  report  to  the  new  Board  of  Trustees  at  an  early 
date. 

Two  changes  in  the  internal  arrangements  of  the  building  have 


been  made  during  the  year.  They  meet,  I  believe,  with  the  approval 
of  the  members. 

The  magazine  room,  which  has  always  been  well  patronized,  was 
small,  dark  and  badly  ventilated.  -On  the  other  hand,  the  newspapers 
were  spread  over  a  larger  space,  in  proportion  to  their  use,  than  was 
given  to  any  other  portion  of  the  Library.  By  transferring  the  maga¬ 
zines  to  the  reading  room,  a  part  of  the  extra  space  in  this  room  has 
been  utilized,  and  the  readers  of  the  magazines  were,  at  the  same  time, 
more  comfortably  provided  for. 

It  was  also  found  that  the  growth  of  the  Library  demanded  more 
shelf  room.  It  was  impossible  to  place  more  cases  in  the  large  room 
without  interfering  with  the  light,  already  impeded  more  than  was  de¬ 
sirable.  The  only  available  spot  to  appropriate  for  our  expansion,  was 
the  chess  room.  The  so  called  museum  was  not  in  use,  and  we 
transferred  the  chess-players  to  this  room.  The  change  from  the 
dark  and  gloomy  room,  which  they  had  before  occupied,  to  the  cheer¬ 
ful  apartment  over-head,  was  a  full  equivalent  for  the  extra  flight  of 
stairs. 

These  changes,  proposed  by  Mr.  Moore,  of  the  Committee  on  Li¬ 
brary  and  Rooms,  met  with  my  hearty  support.  By  this  means,  some 
practical  use  is,  for  the  first  time,  made  of  the  entire  third  story  of  the 
building. 

The  Librarian  has  been  instructed  to  number  the  books,  and  has 
entered  upon  the  work.  When  this  shall  be  completed,  it  will  lie  in 
the  power  of  the  Association  to  separate  the  books,  or  some  portion  of 
them,  from  the  public.  I  believe  this  city  is  the  only  place  in  the 
world  where  the  books  in  public  libraries  are  thrown  open  to  the  in¬ 
discriminate  handling  of  the  frequenters.  It  is  difficult  to  say  what 
the  per  centage  of  losses  from  this  cause  amounts  to,  but  that  it  is 
formidable,  we  know.  When  we  consider  how  many  volumes  have 
been  purchased  by  this  Association  since  its  organization,  wear  and 
tear  alone  will  not  account  for  the  fact,  that  we  had  only  about  36,000 
volumes  in  the  Library  last  spring,  when  the  Catalogue  was  completed. 

No  less  than  twenty-five  volumes,  belonging  to  us,  were  found  se¬ 
creted  in  a  house  a  few'  months  since.  Who  can  tell  how  many  such 
thefts  may  have  been  committed  in  the  past,  which  have  not  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  officers  of  the  Association  ?  No  practicable 
scheme  has  yet  been  devised  which  will  enable  the  Librarian  to  keep 
track  of  the  books,  if  free  access  to  the  shelves  is  permitted. 

There  are  certain  works  in  the  Library,  the  loss  of  which  w'ould  soon 
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be  noticed,  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind,  that  of  popular  novels  we 
often  have  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  copies,  and  if  the  pilferer  is  judi¬ 
cious  in  his  selection,  and  confines  himself  to  volumes  of  which  we  have 
many  duplicates,  it  becomes  a  matter  of  great  difficulty  to  detect  the 
theft.  But  apart  from  this  danger,  members,  who  have  the  best  of 
intentions,  often  occasion  trouble  by  removing  books  from  the  shelves 
and  carelessly  returning  them  in  different  places.  Hence,  there  is  no 
period  wrhen  the  Library  can  be  considered  in  perfect  order,  nor  will 
it  ever  be  so,  even  when  the  numbering  shall  be  complete,  if  the 
public  have  access  to  the  shelves. 

The  Librarian  ought  to  be  able  to  say  at  a  glance  whether  a  book  is 
in,  and  to  do  this  accurately,  he  and  his  assistants  should  place  every 
volume  on  the  shelves.  At  all  events,  certain  of  the  rarer  and  more 
valuable  books,  many  of  those  relating  to  this  coast  for  instance,  should 
be  withdrawn  from  the  circulating  department,  and  placed  where  the 
Librarian  could  be  held  strictly  accountable  for  their  safe  custody. 

The  cumbersome  system  of  account  books,  by  means  of  which 
members  have  hitherto  been  charged  with  volumes  taken  out  by 
them,  has  long  been  an  eye-sore  to  me.  Mr.  Moore,  at  my  request, 
consulted  with  the  President  of  the  Mechanics’  Institute,  as  to  the  plan 
in  operation  there,  and  devised  a  similar  one  for  our  use.  We  were 
promised  that  this  substitute  for  books  should  be  ready  for  adoption  on 
the  first  of  this  month,  but  the  manufacturer  failed  to  complete  it  in 
time.  I  have  hopes  that  it  will  prove  better  than  the  system  we  now 
have.  It  can  hardly  prove  worse. 

Mr.  Tayker,  who  has  made  our  quarterly  collections  for  twenty-two 
years,  has  notified  us  of  his  inability  to  continue  in  our  service.  It  is 
with  deep  regret,  that  I  communicate  this  fact  to  you.  He  has  been  a 
faithful  servant  to  the  Association. 

Your  By-laws  make  it  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on  Lectures,  “to 
correspond  with,  and  procure  suitable  persons  to  deliver  lectures  or 
addresses  before  the  Association,  and  the  public.”  In  the  performance 
of  this  duty,  Mr.  Bowie,  Chairman  of  this  Committee,  with  the  con¬ 
sent  of  the  Board,  entered  into  an  arrangement,  last  summer,  with 
Prof.  E.  S.  Morse,  a  distinguished  naturalist,  of  Massachusetts,  to  de¬ 
liver  a  course  of  lectures  upon  subjects  to  which  his  attention  and 
studies  have  been  specially  directed. 

The  reputation  of  the  lecturer;  the  great  favor  with  which  he  had 
been  received  in  many  Eastern  cities;  the  unrivalled  talent  which  he 
possesses  of  accompanying  his  lectures  with  chalk  sketches  on  the 
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blackboard;  the  interest  which  the  public  apparently  took  at  the  time 
in  the  artificial  propagation  of  fish,  with  the  development  of  which,  in 
the  East,  Prof.  Morse  had  been  intimately  connected;  all  contributed 
to  inspire  the  Trustees  with  the  faith  that  this  course  of  lectures  would 
be  generously  supported  by  the  public.  This  trust  was  unfortunately 
misplaced.  Pecuniarily  the  lectures  proved  a  disastrous  failure.  And 
yet,  I  think  the  Board  of  Trustees  can,  without  distrust  as  to  the  result, 
ask  your  cordial  endorsement  of  their  action. 

The  faithful  and  fortunate  few  who  attended  these  lectures  can  bear 
testimony  to  their  wondrous  interest.  Step  by  step,  the  lecturer  led 
us  through  the  animal  kingdom,  explaining  his  views  as  to  the  relation 
of  their  structures,  in  language  free  from  technical  difficulties,  capable 
of  being  understood  by  a  child,  yet  not  without  possible  information 
for  a  student.  Every  peculiarity  of  formation  which  was  deemed 
worthy  of  illustration  wras  rapidly  sketched  on  the  blackboard  with 
wonderful  precision  and  without  delaying  the  progress  of  the  lecture. 

I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  this  course  of  lectures  was  one  of  the 
most  entertaining  and  instructive  ever  delivered  in  San  Francisco,  and  I 
may  add,  that  few  courses  have  ever  been  deliberately  carried  through 
with  such  slender  support.  In  seeking  for  an  explanation  of  this,  we 
found  that  the  vacation  of  the  public  schools  occurred  at  this  time. 
Many  teachers  w-horn  we  might  otherwise  have  counted  on  as  auditors, 
were  absent,  and  many  parents  were  in  the  country  spending  the  va¬ 
cation  with  their  children.  'I  he  uninterrupted  patronage  of  the  French 
Opera  at  the  same  time,  showed  that  the  theatre-goers  remained  in 
town.  I  think,  however,  it  would  be  prudent  for  the  Committee  in  the 
future,  to  avoid  this  season  of  the  year  for  lectures.  It  is  pleasant  to 
feel  that  we  have  placed  a  good  thing  within  reach  of  the  public,  but 
it  would  be  far  pleasanter  to  know  that  we  had  derived  some  pecuniary 
benefit  ourselves  in  addition  to  the  moral  benefit  we  have  conferred. 

During  the  year  we  have  seen  it  announced  that  our  sister  Associa¬ 
tion,  the  Mechanics’  Institute,  has  been  fortunate  enough  to  receive  a 
gift  of  the  complete  series  of  the  British  Specifications  of  Patents.  The 
two  Associations  are  identical  in  their  general  interests,  anti  I  feel  that 
so  important  an  event  in  their  history  should  not  be  passed  by  without 
expressing  our  congratulations. 

It  is  made  my  duty  by  the  Comt'tution,  to  suggest  in  this  report  such 
measures  as  seem  to  me  best  calculated  to  promote  the  prosperity  of 
the  Association. 

I  believe  that  it  is  desirable  to  keep  up  the  Catalogue  by  printing  an 
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annual  supplement.  The  entire  Library  is  thoroughly  catalogued, 
slips  having  been  prepared  of  each  additional  volume  as  it  has  been 
received.  The  only  work,  therefore,  would  be  the  preparation  of  the 
copy — Mr.  Whitaker’s  experience  on  the  Catalogue  would  relieve  us 
from  the  expense  of  a  proof  reader — and  no  extra  labor  inside  the 
Library  would  be  required.  Other  than  this,  and  the  hints  contained 
in  the  body  of  my  report,  I  have  no  suggestions  to  make. 


A  comparison  of  the  receipts  from  regular  sources  during  the  years 
1873  and  1874,  culled  from  the  Treasurer’s  report,  shows  the  follow¬ 
ing  results: 


Quarterly  Dues . 

Initiation  Fees . 

Life  Membership.  .  . 

Fines . 

Sales  and  Forfeitures 

Rents . 

Interest . 

Sundries . 


Increase. 

$  746  00 
1 18  00 


1 1  50 
2,698  05 
360  12 


Decrease. 


$  700  00 
53  85 


4  25 


$3>933  67  $758  10 

Net  Increase .  $3,175  57 


$3»933  67 

From  the  same  source  we  learn  that  there  was  a  decrease  on  the 


Salary  account  of .  $1,332  26 

Book  account  of .  L39739 


$2,729  65 


The  only  other  items  of  expenditure  to  which  it  is  worth  while  to 
call  your  attention,  is  that  of  printing  and  binding,  which  shows  an 
increase  of  $696.20.  As  the  work  of  numbering  the  books  has  pro¬ 
gressed  we  have  bound  such  volumes  as  needed  it.  This  is  the  cause 
of  the  increase  of  expenditures  on  this  account. 

The  growth  of  the  permanent  revenues  of  the  Association  is  a  sub¬ 
ject  for  congratulation,  and  especially  do  I  wish  to  call  your  attention 
to  the  increased  use  of  the  Hall.  During  the  year  1873,  we  received 
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from  this  source  $1,714.00,  while  last  year  the  Hall  contributed 
$3,791.50  towards  our  income. 

I  estimate  your  net  revenues  for  the  coming  year,  as  follows: 

Quarterly  Dues .  $20,000  00 

Initiation  Fees .  •  1,000  00 

Rents .  8,500  00 

All  other  sources .  1,000  00 


$30,500  00 

Your  expenses  will  probably  amount  to  $20,000 — leaving  about 
$10,500  for  the  purchase  of  books. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  thank  you  for  the  honor  which  you 
conferred  upon  me  by  electing  me  to  this  position,  and  to  express  to 
you  the  pleasure  which  the  performance  of  its  duties  has  given  me. 

A.  McF.  DAVIS, 

President. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT 


FOR 


FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JAN.  20™,  1875. 


Receipts. 


Quarterly  Dues  from  Members .  .$19,286  50 

Initiation  Fees, .  1,018  00 

Life  Memberships . 200  00 

Fines . .  52  75 

Book  Account — Sales  and  Forfeitures .  61  00 

Rents — Stores . $1,944  00 

Hall .  3,791  50 

Attic .  2, 557  00  8,292  50 

Catalogue  Account .  3, 000  00 

Interest  Account .  360  12 

Total  Receipts  of  the  Year . $32,  270  87 

Balance  on  hand  at  last  Report .  3,400  35 

.$35,671  22 


Expenditures. 


Salaries — Librarian,  Assistants,  &c . 

$8,192 

00 

Books  and  Periodicals . 

5T73 

95 

Catalogue  Account . . . 

8,427 

81 

Repairs  to  Building . 

481 

93 

Fire  Insurance . 

.  .  .  .Si. 192 

70 

Less  Return  Premiums . . 

5° 

id76 

20 

State,  City  and  Countv  Taxes . 

2,912 

36 

Lecture  Account — Expenses . 

0 

00 

CO 

80 

Less  Receipts . 

. . ..  547 

00 

54i 

80 

Expense  Account,  viz: 

Gas . 

06 

Water . 

33° 

00 

Fuel . 

....  281 

00 

Printing  and  Binding . 

....  1,864 

45 

Election  Expenses . 

....  298 

00 

Stationery . 

....  235 

94 

Sundries . 

....  46 

86 

5,742 

31 

Librarian’s  Disbursements,  viz: 

Expense  Account . 

. §259 

5° 

Book  “  . 

.  1 39 

70 

Post-office  “  . 

.  i73 

45 

Lecture  “  . 

.  37 

35 

610 

00 

Total  Expenditures  of  the  vear . 

.  .  .$33,258 

36 

Balance,  Cash  on  hand .... 

2,412 

86 

§35,671  22 
W.  W.  WIGGINS, 


San  Francisco,  January  21st,  1875. 


Treasurer. 


LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT. 


To  the  President,  Board  of  Trustees  and  Members 

of  the  Mercantile  Library  Association.- 

I  herewith  respectfully  submit,  for  your  consideration,  a  statement 
of  the  operations  and  present  condition  of  the  various  departments  of 
the  Library,  for  the  year  1874,  with  a  few  remarks  naturally  suggested 
by  official  experience. 

It  becomes  a  pleasant  duty  to  chronicle  a  success,  whether  it  be  of 
an  individual  event  in  one’s  life,  or  of  a  period  in  the  history  of  some 
public  enterprise  or  institution.  Many  times  greater  must  be  the 
pride  and  satisfaction  to  survey,  after  many  years,  the  accumulation  of 
such  successes.  This  is  our  privilege  to-day.  For  twenty-two  years 
of  unceasing  activity  and  usefulness  our  Library  has  prospered.  The 
influence  exerted  by  its  circulation  of  books  can  not  be  estimated. 
The  most  unimportant  human  action  produces  results  we  are  unable 
to  trace,  and  no  less  boundless  is  the  influence  and  power  of  a  single 
book. 

If  we  glance  over  the  period  our  institution  has  been  in  operation, 
the  knowledge  diffused,  and  intellectual  energy  imparted  by  our  books 
to  the  public  mind,  very  properly  become,  in  extent,  grand  and  im¬ 
pressive.  Since  the  organization  of  the  Library,  in  1853,  the  entire 
number  of  volumes  delivered  to  readers  amounts  to  965,718;  an 
equal  number  have  been  made  use  of  in  the  room,  making  the  enor¬ 
mous  total  of  books  read  and  consulted  1.931,436. 

In  1853,  the  first  year  of  its  activity,  there  were  taken  from  the 
Library  but  3,371  volumes;  during  the  past  year  the  circulation  has 
exceeded  84,000,  which  are  distributed  through  the  various  depart¬ 
ments  as  follows: 


21 


Circulation. 


Vols. 

Per  Ct. 

Vols. 

Per  Ct. 

Romance . 

•  •  59>°79 

69.8 

Poetrv . 

•  •  L773 

2.1 

Juvenile. .  .  . .  . 

..  4,227 

4.9 

Miscellaneous  . 

•  9°4 

1. 1 

Travels . 

..  2,996 

3-4 

Spanish . 

87 

.2 

Biography . 

. .  2,619 

3-3 

French . 

.  .2,516 

2.8 

Belles-Lettres  .  . 

..  2,318 

2.8 

German . 

•  ■  L932 

2.2 

Science . 

•  •  3A98 

4.2 

Religion . 

•  •  558 

•7 

History . 

. .  2,062 

2.2 

Periodicals . 

•  •  194 

•3 

Total  circulation  for  the  year . 84,763 


The  Membership 

Of  the  Association  is  as  follows: 


Subscribing  Members . 1 ,643 

Life  Members .  320 

Honorary  Members .  78 


Total . 2,C4 1 


During  the  year  two  gentlemen  have  become  Life  Members,  and 
509  names  have  been  added  to  the  roll  of  subscribers.  This  number 
exceeds  that  of  the  previous  year  by  98  names.  So  large  an  increase  is 
indeed  a  matter  to  encourage  us,  but  we  ought  still  to  regret  the  ab¬ 
sence,  from  our  list,  of  numbers  of  our  prominent  and  abundantly 
able  citizens.  An  institution,  which  all  take  pride  in  visiting  and  dis¬ 
playing;  whose  expansion  and  growth  is  dependent  upon  a  meagre 
revenue  derived  from  a  fluctuating  membership,  claims  the  counte¬ 
nance,  support  and  material  aid  of  every  friend  of  progress  and  edu¬ 
cation  in  our  community. 

Many  of  our  members  resign,  from  time  to  time,  assigning  as  a 
reason  that,  temporarily,  they  are  unable  to  make  use  of  the  Library. 
May  all  such  but  remember  that  with  a  revenue  increased  by  their 
continued  subscriptions,  and  by  this  alone,  the  Association  will 
be  enabled  to  enlarge  its  purchases;  to  place  in  our  collection 
wrorks  which  they,  themselves,  may  prize  for  a  reference,  at  some 
future  time;  and  to  advance  the  Library  to  a  position  worthy  of 
our  expanding  city  and  country. 

Books. 

The  purchases  of  books,  since  January  1,  1874,  by  reason  of  limited 
resources,  have  been  confined,  for  the  most  part,  to  current  English 
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and  American  publications  of  the  day.  Our  list,  however,  is  not 
wanting  in  works  of  permanent  interest  and  value.  Over  3,000 
volumes  have  been  added,  a  list  of  some  of  the  more  important  of 
which  will  be  found  in  the  appendix  (B).  The  accessions  are  classi¬ 
fied  as  follows: 


Romance . 

.  .  .  .  1,770 

Theology . 

.  62 

Science . 

.  .  . .  240 

Collected  Works .  . 

.  28 

Belles-Lettres . 

.  .  .  .  120 

Periodicals . 

.  302 

Travels . 

.  .  .  .  r5o 

Bound  Papers.  .  .  . 

.  10 

Biography . 

.  ...  77 

Gov’t  Reports .... 

.  18 

History . 

.  .  .  .  121 

Reference . 

.  66 

Poetry . 

...  68 

Total .  .  .  . 

. 3>°32 

The  number  of  volumes  reported  in  the  Library,  Jan.  1, 

CO 

was . 

. 36>35f> 

Number  added  by  purchase . 2,489 

Number  added  by  donation.  .  ; .  241 

Number  added  by  binding .  302 


-  3>°32 

Total . 39,388 

Deduct  imperfect  and  worn-out  books  given  to  Industrial 

School  and  State  Prison  Libraries .  86 

Books  lost  and  paid  for .  54 

Estimated  loss  by  delinquents  and  dishonest  persons .  100 

-  240 


Total  No.  of  volumes  in  Library,  Jan.  1,  1875 ....  39,148 


Donations. 

In  appendix  (A.)  is  presented  a  list  of  the  contributions  received 
during  the  year.  Though  all  have  been  formally  acknowledged  at  the 
time  of  reception,  occasion  is  taken  to  renew,  with  thanks,  the  obliga¬ 
tion  of  the  Association  to  the  donors  whose  names  appear;  to  the 
publishers  of  our  city  journals,  and  to  all  the  representatives  of  the 
press  throughout  the  Coast,  who  have  favored  us  with  their  publica¬ 
tions. 

Catalogue. 

The  new  Catalogue  of  the  Library,  which  was  nearly  completed  at 
the  date  of  the  last  report,  appeared  shortly  thereafter,  and  has  now 
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become  an  indispensable  guide  and  assistant.  As  was  announced  by 
circular,  subscribers  to  the  work  were  asked  to  double  the  amount  of 
subscription,  in  consideration  of  the  increased  extent  and  cost  of  the 
book.  Many  have  generously  complied  with  the  request,  and  to  all 
such,  the  Association  is  deeply  indebted  for  their  consideration  and 
kindness  in  so  doing.  Eight  hundred  and  seven  (807)  copies  have 
been  disposed  of,  bringing  into  the  treasury  $3,000.  By  its  publication 
the  Association  is,  pecuniarily,  still  the  loser  to  a  considerable  amount. 
In  the  publication  of  catalogues  this  is  the  universal  experience.  The 
Committee  of  the  Hartford  (Ct. )  Young  Men’s  Association,  in  speaking 
of  their  new  catalogue,  state  that  “  They  have  no  pleasure  in  reporting 
that,  judging  from  the  sales,  115  persons  only  have  felt  the  want  of 
the  book  for  domestic  use.”  Had  not  the  precaution  been  taken,  by 
us,  of  opening  a  subscription  book  at  the  beginning  of  the  enterprise, 
but  a  small  proportion  of  this  number  would  have  been  disposed  of. 

To  such  as  look  upon  its  issue,  however,  as  a  publisher  upon  his 
latest  venture,  and  see  nothing  beyond  the  coin  amount  realized  from 
the  sale  of  copies,  it  must  ever  seem  a  failure;  but  to  the  users  of 
books,  the  general  reader,  the  student,  or  the  importunate  reference 
hunter;  to  other  libraries,  among  which  it  has  been  generously  distrib¬ 
uted,  and  to  all  the  liberally  inclined,  it  will  be  welcomed  as  an  indis¬ 
pensable  adjunct  of  the  Library  itself,  and  a  not  unprofitable  contri¬ 
bution  to  the  field  _of  bibliography.  Even  as  an  investment  by  the 
Association,  though  seemingly  large,  I  doubt  if  it  can  be  pronounced 
unprofitable  or  injudicious.  The  usefulness  and  practical  value  of  a 
Library  is  wonderfully  enhanced  by  the  possession  of  a  good  Catalogue, 
while  its  necessity  to  the  Librarian,  in  subjecting  to  his  command  such 
an  army  of  authors  and  subjects,  as  a  large  Library  furnishes,  is  un¬ 
questioned.  As  an  Eastern  Librarian  of  long  experience  fitly  remarks : 
“A  large  Library  uncatalogued  is  like  a  large  city  without  a  director}'; 
the  stranger  strolls  around  at  random,  and  finds  much  to  admire  and 
enjoy;  but, if  he  has  any  purpose  in  his  visits,  it  may  be  utterly  frus¬ 
trated;  he  will  spend,  in  his  search,  time  which  he  can  ill  spare.  Nay, 
it  is  much  easier  to  become  acquainted  with  the  city  than  with  the 
Library;  the  signs  catch  the  eye  more  quickly  than  the  titles  on  the 
backs  of  the  books;  it  is  easier  to  find  again  the  place  of  a  house  than 
of  a  volume,  and  authors  do  not  expose  their  wares  in  shop  windows 
to  show  at  once  where  one’s  wants  can  be  supplied.” 

Since  the  date  of  its  publication  it  has  been  continued,  by  the  card 
system,  uniform  in  plan  and  arrangement,  and,  with  slight  revision,  is, 
at  any  time,  ready  for  printing  in  the  form  of  a  supplement.  In  order 
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to  afford  our  readers  the  readiest  possible  reference  to  the  recent 
accessions,  it  is  hoped  that  steps  may  be  taken  to  print  the  present 
accumulated  slips  at  an  early  date,  and  to  follow  the  same  with  quar¬ 
terly  bulletins. 


Lectures. 

In  spite  of  the  efforts  of  the  Lecture  Committee,  and  the  personal 
encouragement  and  aid  of  your  Board  of  Trustees,  the  lecture  season 
of  1874  was  far  from  proving  a  pecuniary  success.  One  attempt  only, 
was  made  during  the  entire  year.  Prof.  E.  S.  Morse  was  secured,  and 
delivered  a  course  of  six  (6)  lectures  on  Natural  History,  and,  although 
coming  to  us  with  an  established  reputation  and  popularity,  he  yet 
failed  to  attract  the  audiences  he  merited,  or  to  reimburse  the  Associa¬ 
tion  for  the  expenditure  incurred.  The  experiment  resulted  in  a  loss 
of  above  $500. 

Failures  of  lectures  on  this  Coast  have  been  hitherto  attributed 
chiefly  to  the  excessive  materialism  of  our  people,  the  too  complete 
absorption  in  commercial  interests  to  the  exclusion  of  intellectual  cul¬ 
tivation,  and  the  discouragement  of  aesthetic  and  literary  undertakings. 
San  Francisco  has  unquestionably  made  great  advance  in  the  field  of 
science,  literature  and  art,  but  the  charge  has  still  much  truth  and 
weight.  Material  interests  are  still  the  ruling  ones.  Massive  fortunes 
are  more  common  here  than  elsewhere,  but  with  rare,  yet  be  it  said, 
praiseworthy  exceptions,  free  and  generous  assistance  to  deserving 
institutions  of  literary  and  educational  pretensions,  is  indeed  awaited 
in  vain.  And  yet  other  causes  combine  to  render  lecture  courses  an 
unpopular,  and  hence  unprofitable  source  of  attraction  at  the  present 
day.  Lectures,  like  other  things,  must  be  allowed  their  favorable  and 
unfavorable  seasons.  We  are  not  alone  in  our  experience.  Similar 
associations  in  other  cities,  even  where  cultivated  and  literary  taste  is 
acknowledged,  have  met  failure  in  the  same  field.  The  report  of  the 
City  Library  Association  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  says:  “The  enthusiasm 
over  lectures  and  lecturers  is  evidently  past  its  zenith  and  fast  waning 
in  Springfield;”  and  this  with  the  names  of  Gough,  Anna  Dickinson, 
Beecher  and  Nast  to  attract.  The  Young  Men’s  Association  of  Hart¬ 
ford,  Ct.,  after  experiencing  a  loss  of  $400  on  a  course  of  lectures 
given  by  such  men  as  Brougham,  Gough,  Nast  and  Proctor,  reports 
that  “  Lectures  as  a  means  of  culture  are  no  longer  highly  prized. 
*  *  *  It  is  only  as  an  amusement  that  lectures  are  patronized;  and 
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in  a  city  like  our  own,  in  which  good  dramatic  representations  are 
frequent,  and  concerts  of  a  high  order  are  often  to  be  heard,  the  com¬ 
petition  for  the  favor  of  the  amusement-loving  public  is  too  sharp  to 
make  a  course  of  lectures,  under  the  most  skillful  management,  a 
secure  source  of  revenue.”  No  truer  or  more  appropriate  expression 
could  have  been  given,  had  our  own  case  been  the  one  under  con¬ 
sideration. 


Changes  and  Improvements. 

The  past  year  has  not  been  unattended  by  changes  and  improve¬ 
ments  of  much  interest  and  importance.  Notably  to  be  mentioned  is 
the  removal  of  the  chess  and  smoking  department  to  the  room  for¬ 
merly  known  as  the  Museum.  This  step  was  a  necessity  arising  from 
the  pressing  want  of  book  room  in  the  Library  proper.  To  meet  this 
demand,  the  former  chess  room  has  been  appropriated,  temporary 
shelving  been  constructed  sufficient  for  the  accomodation  of  some 
3,000  volumes,  and  present  relief  afforded  by  the  removal  thereto  of 
many  of  the  least  used  works. 

The  ultimate  intent  is  that  this  room  may  be  suitably  fitted  and 
connected  with  the  Library;  as,  perhaps  an  exclusive  reference  and 
reading  apartment.  With  properly  constructed  shelving  and  suitable 
appointments,  it  would  afford  accomodation  for  several  years’  access¬ 
ions,  and  at  the  same  time  supply  that,  which  the  contemplated  re¬ 
arrangement  of  the  present  room  would  necessarily  destroy,  adequate 
conveniences  for  reference  and  reading. 

If  not  the  most  important,  assuredly  the  most  thoroughly  appre¬ 
ciated  change  effected  has  been  the  removal  of  the  magazine  and 
illustrated  paper  files  from  the  uninviting  room  they  occupied  to  the 
middle  portion  of  the  spacious  reading  room.  A  more  pleasant  and 
attractive  position  could  not  be  found,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  univer¬ 
sal  approbation  with  which  it  is  received. 

The  labor  of  numbering  the  books  in  our  collection  was  commenced 
in  August  last,  and  to-day  3,582  works  or  6,715  volumes  have  been 
registered,  labelled  and  numbered.  A  label  is  pasted  on  the  inside  of 
the  cover,  setting  forth  the  printed  regulations,  as  applying  to  the  par¬ 
ticular  book,  (to  which  the  attention  of  our  readers  is  earnestly  in¬ 
vited,)  and  as  well  the  letter  indicating  the  department  in  which  it 
belongs,  and  the  nuviber ,  its  position  therein.  An  additional  and  im¬ 
portant  advantage  the  label  furnishes,  is  that  that  it  becomes  an  open 
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witness  to  the  ownership  of  the  book,  and  tends  to  insure  its  return  to 
the  Library. 

The  necessity  of  a  system  of  numbers  has  long  been  felt.  In 
small  collections  it  is  unimportant;  books  can  be  found  without 
its  aid;  but  as  they  expand,  and  the  difficulties  of  classification  render 
it  perplexing  to  assign  places  to  the  new  accessions,  and  nearly  im¬ 
possible  to  find  many  of  them  when  once  assigned,  it  becomes  impera¬ 
tive  to  give  to  every  book  a  local  habitation,  where  it  can  be  found 
when  wanted. 

The  advantage  of  numbers  must  be  apparent,  and  it  only  remains 
to  caution  our  patrons,  while  allowed  the  exceptional  privilege  of  access 
to  the  books,  against  misplacing  or  disarranging  them  on  the  shelves. 
This  we  can  hardly  hope  to  avoid,  except  in  a  small  degree,  as  long 
as  members  are  allowed  the  unrestrained  license  they  enjoy  at 
present;  and  this  it  is,  together  with  the  destructive  wear  upon  the 
books,  occasioned  by  the  promiscuous  handling  of  the  careless  and 
curious,  and  the  unknown,  but  great  loss  by  the  dishonest,  that  is 
rapidly  forcing  us,  for  self-preservation,  to  the  point  of  denying  to  the 
public  the  unusual  freedom  in  which  they  have  so  long  been  indulged. 
The  dishonest  pervade  every  community,  and  the  temptation  offered 
by  an  open  Library  like  our  own,  unfortunately  proves  too  strong  to 
be  resisted.  The  actual  loss  can  only  be  approximated,  but  judging 
from  a  few  cases  of  what  might  be  called  wholesale  plunder,  which 
have  been  discovered,  it  is  sufficiently  alarming  to  demand  the  most 
earnest  consideration.  Ever}7  prosperous  Library  is  practically  forced 
to  recognize  this  unpleasant  fact,  and  accordingly,  to  deny  the  public 
access  to  its  shelves,  while  it  studies  to  adopt  the  most  rigid  and  un¬ 
erring  system  for  delivering  its  books.  Undoubtedly,  this  will  appear 
to  many  members,  for  a  time  at  least,  a  deprivation,  possibly  un¬ 
warranted;  but,  without  it,  not  only  is  the  progress  of  the  Library 
destroyed,  but  its  very  life  and  preservation  jeopardized.  A  trifling 
sacrifice  of  convenience  must  be  made  to  the  common  pride  we  all 
take  in  seeing  our  institution  permanent  and  prosperous,  and  in  mak¬ 
ing  our  collection  of  books  occupy  the  place  it  deserves,  among  the 
Libraries  of  the  country. 

It  is  important,  in  this  connection,  to  state  that  preparations  have 
been  made  to  adopt,  on  February  ist,  a  new  system  of  book-delivery: 
the  one  known  as  the  “card  system.”  It  has  many  advantages  over 
the  present  laborious  and  inaccurate  method,  and,  when  thoroughly 
in  working  order,  will,  we  trust,  greatly  facilitate  the  delivery  of  books. 


To  insure  its  successful  operation  we  must  rely  upon  the  co-operation 
of  our  members  in  the  matter  of  presenting  their  cards  or  numbers 
with  their  books.  On  the  new  plan  this  will  become  a  necessity,  no 
less  for  the  accomodation  and  comfort  of  those  drawing  books,  than 
of  the  attendants  in  charge. 

With  a  little  forbearance  on  its  introduction,  we  are  assured  that  the 
convenience  of  all  will  be  subserved,  and  the  workings  of  the  Library 
greatly  facilitated. 

A.  E.  WHITAKER 


January  21st,  1875. 


Librarian. 


APPENDIX  “A.” 


DONATIONS. 


Alvord,  William. — America,  The  naming  of;  Mortality  of  each  year,  for  fifty  years, 
of  the  officers  of  the  U.  S.  Army;  Valedictory  to  the  S.  F.  Board  of  Super¬ 
visors. 

Arey,  Henry  W.— Philadelphia  City  Trusts,  Directors’  Reports  for  1873. 

Bacon,  Jacob. — S.  F.  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Report  on  the  Subject  of  Fares  and 
Freights,  1*73;  Statements  of  the  Regents  of  the  University  of  Cal.  to  the 
Joint  Committee  of  the  Legislature,  March  3,  1874. 

Bad h- am,  Chas. — Sydney  Free  Public  Library.  Report  for  1873. 

Barter,  G.  W.  (Ei>.) — "Semi-Tropical  Press,”  Oakland,  Cal. 

Benet,  S.  V. — Cavalry  Outfit,  Ordnance  Memo.  No.  18. 

Blood,  L.  L. — Combe  ou  Infancy;  Dixon  on  Diseases  of  the  Sexual  Organs. 

Board  of  Supervisors,  (S.F.)  Hon.  The. — Municipal  Reports,  1872-73;  Valedictory 
of  Hon.  W.  Alvord,  and  Inaugural  Address  of  Hon.  J.  Otis. 

Bolander,  Hy.  N. — Public  Instruction  for  the  State  of  Cal.,  Report  for  1872-1873, 
of  the  Superintendent  of. 

Booth,  H.  J.  &  Co. — Circular  and  Pattern  List  of  the  Union  Iron  Works,  S.  F.,  8vo. 

Booth,  John  (Ed.)  —  “Belmont  Courier,”  Nye  Co.,  Nev. 

Bond,  J.  W. — Constitution,  The  Religious  Amendment  to  the;  History  of  the  Sab¬ 
bath;  Thoughts  on  Daniel;  Thoughts  on  Man’s  Nature  and  Destiny;  Thoughts 
on  the  Revelation. 

Bosworth,  Geo.  W. — Newton  (Mass.)  Theological  Institute,  Ann.  Cat.,  1873-74. 

Briggs.  G.  C. — True  History  of  Jesus  the  Christ. 

Brinckerhoff,  George  E. — Brooklyn  Children’s  Aid  Society,  Ann.  Rep. 

Brotherhead,  Wm. — Catalogue  of  the  Library  of. 

Broughton,  W.  W.  (Ed.)  —  “  Santa  Cruz  Enterprise.” 

Callow,  Thos. — Butte  Co.,  Cal.,  Great  Register,  1874. 

Carey,  H.  G. — Indianapolis  (Ind.)  Public  Library  Catalogue,  lg.  8vo. 

Carnes,  Geo.  A. — Odd  Fellows’  Lib.  Ass.,  (S.  F. )  Report  for  1873-74. 

Childs,  Geo.  W.  (Pub.)— Public  Ledger  Almanacs  for  1870,  ’71,  ’72,  ’73. 

Clark,  W.  S. — Mass.  Agricultural  College  Reports,  4tli  to  11th,  1867-74. 

Clayton,  Chas.— Bill  to  Amend  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  better  security  of  life  on 
board  vessels  propelled  in  whole,  or  in  part  by  steam;  Cain,  Hon.  R.  S. 
Speech  of.;  Congressional  Record,  continued  through  1874;  Customs  Regu¬ 
lations.  1874;  Elliott,  Hon.  R.  B.,  Speech;  Finance  Report,  1873;  Memorial 
on  Suffrage;  Memorial  to  the  U.  S.  Congress  from  the  German-Americans 
on  behalf  of  free  Cuba,  Nov.  21,  1873;  Mineral  Resources  west  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  1x73;  Morton,  Hon.  O.  P.,  Speech;  Official  Gazette,  U.  S. 
Patent  Office,  continued  through  1x74;  Report,  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the 
43d  Congress;  Reports  of  Explorations  and  Surveys  to  ascertain  the  practi¬ 
cability  of  a  Ship-Canal  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans,  by  the  way 
of  the  Isthmus  of  Darien;  Robbins,  Hon.  W.  M.,  Speech;  U.  S.  Official 
Register,  1873;  Walls,  Hon.  J.  T.,  Speech;  Wells,  Hon.  E.,  Speech. 

Coffin,  J.  H.  C. — American  Ephemeris  and  Nautical  Almanac,  1877,  with  Supple¬ 
ment  for  the  years  1874,  ’75,  ’76,  ’77,  2  vols.,  8vo. 

Cox,  Thos.  H. — Decameron,  The.  8vo. 

Crf.e,  Thos.  R. — Board  of  Indian  Commissioners,  Fifth  Ann.  Rep..  1873,  8vo. 

Crestadoro,  A. — Manchester  (Eng.)  Free  Public  Libraries,  Cat.  of  Hulme  Lending 
Library. 

Curtis,  H.  I’. — Countess  Kate,  12m r>;  Damen  Regiment,  Das.  2  vols.,  8vo.;  Howard 
Court  of  Inquiry,  The.  8vo.;  Madame  Bovary,  Mceurs  de  Province,  2  vols., 
12mo.;  Martyred  Church.  The,  12mo.;  Moonstone  and  other  stories,  8vo.; 
Silver  Cord  and  other  stories,  8vo.;  Village  on  the  Cliff,  8vo- 

Davis,  A.  McF. — Codes  relating  to  the  City  and  County  of  New  York,  2  vols..  8vo., 
New  Zealand  Directory,  1872-73,  8to.;  Public  Instruction  of  the  State  of 
Cal.,  Fifth  Report  of  the  Superintendent,  8vo.;  Rights  of  War  and  Peace; 
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The,  Pontefract,  1814,  3  vols.,  8vo.;  Two  Buzzards,  The,  Farce,  lfmo.; 
Worcester  (Mass.)  Directory,  1874,  8vo.;  Worcester  (Mass.)  Free  institute 
Catalogue,  1873-74. 

Davis,  Chas.  E.,  Jun. — Boston  (Mass.)  Board  of  Health.  First  Ann.  (Report. 

Davis.  Horace. — Answer  to  Bishop  Colenso,  12mo. ;  Anthon’s  Anabasi-,  12mo.;  An- 
thon’s  Csesar,  l‘2mo.;  Blair’s  Rhetoric,  12mo.;  Boston  (Mass.)  Railroad 
Jubilee  on  the  Opening  of  Communication  between  Boston  and  Canada,  svo.; 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  S.  F.,  Reports.  1872-73;  Chicago  National  Board  of 
Trade,  Proceedings,  1873,  8vo. ;  Cleveland  (O.)  Millers’  National  Associa¬ 
tion,  Proceedings,  1873.  Greek  Grammar,  Kiihner,  8vo.;  Histoire  de  Gil 
Bias  de  Santillane,  12mo.;  Horatii  Flacci.  Opera,  8vo.;  Latin  Grammar, 
Zumpt,12mo.;  Margaret  Maiiland,  8vo.;  Message  from  the  President,  U.  S. 
relating  to  the  Steamer  “  Virginius,”  8vo.;  Message  from  the  President,  U. 
S.,  relative  to  the  Naval  Expedition  to  Japan;  Pentateuch  and  Book  of 
Joshua,  The,  12mo.;  Philosophy  of  the  Human  Mind,  8vo.;  Publii  Terentii 
Afri,  Comoedise,  8vo.;  Report  of  the  Supervising  Architect  of  the  Treasury, 
8vo.;  Reports  of  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Treasury  Department;  St. 
Paul’s  Epistle  to  the  Romans,  Colenso  on,  12mo.;  Savings  and  Loan  Society, 
S.  F.,  Semi-Ann.  Rep.,  1S73;  Sumner,  Charles.  Resolutions  upon  the  death 
of;  Treatise  on  Political  Economy,  Say,  8vo.;  Webster,  D.,  Memorial  from 
the  City  of  Boston  of,  12mo. 

Davis,  J.  C.  Bancroft. — Notes  on  the  Treaties  of  theU.  S.  with  other  Powers,  8vo.; 

Daultbey,  John. — British  Museum.  Catalogue  of  the  Hebrew  Books  in  the,  8vo.; 
British  Museum,  Catalogue  of  Printed  Books,  vol.  1,  (A-Azz),  fol.;  British 
Museum,  Reference  Books  in  the  Reading  Room  of  the,  8vo.;  Manchester 
Public  Free  Libraries,  Annual  Reports,  1851-1873;  Manchester  Public  Free 
Libraries,  Four  Miscellaneous  Reports;  Manchester  Public  Libraries.  Index 
Catalogues  of  the  Ancoats,  Campfield,  Cheetham,  Chorlton  and  Ardwicke, 
and  Rochdale  Road  Lending  Branches,  6  vols..  8vo. 

Derby,  George. — Mass.  State  Board  of  Health,  Annual  Reports,  1870-71. 

Dormer,  W.  F. — The  “Northerner,”  Lewiston,  Idaho. 

Doughty,  W.  H. — Troy  (N.  Y.)  Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute  Register,  1873-74. 

Dresser.  McLean  &  Co. — lroung  People’s  History  of  Maine.  2nd.  Ed. 

Durrie,  D.  S. — Wisconsin  State  Historical  Society,  Catalogue  of  Library,  2  vols.,  8vo. 

Duryea,  S.  B. — Brooklyn  Mercantile  Library  Association,  Report,  1874. 

Dwight.  T.  F. — Welche  Wege  fiihren  nach  Rom?  8vo. 

Dyer.  A.  B. — Gatling  Guns,  Ordnance  Memo.,  No.  17,  8vo.;  Report  1873,  Chief  of 
Ordnance,  Svo. 

Dyer,  John  N. — St.  Louis  Mercantile  Libraiy  Association,  Catalogue,  Lg  8vo. 

Earle,  Thomas. — Gen.  Society  Mechanics  and  Tradesmen  of  N.  Y.,  Ann.  Rep. 

Eaton,  C.  J.  M. — Peabody  Institute  of  Baltimore,  Ann.  Rep. 

Eduljw,  M. — Japanese  Needle-work,  Seal  of  Libraiy,  American  Flag,  and  Goddess  of 
Liberty;  Metric  system,  8vo. 

Elliot,  C.  W.— -Harvard  University,  Report,  1872-73. 

Evans,  Chas. — Indianapolis  Public  Library,  1st  Ann.  Rep.,  1873-74. 

Farnham.  L. — Theological  Library  of  Boston  (Mass.).  Ann.  Report,  etc. 

Fastre,  J.  A. — St.  Xavier  College,  Cincinnati,  Catalogue,  1873-74,  8vo. 

Favor,  K. — Human  Entozoa,  an  illustrated  monograph. 

Ferguson,  J.  W. — “  Fresno  Expositor,  The.” 

Fisher,  L.  F. — “Wilmington  Enterprize.  The.” 

Foard,  J.  W. — California  Insurance  Comissioners  Report,  1873,  8 vo. ^California  In¬ 
surance  Report.  1873,  8vo. 

Gibbons,  1>r.  H,  Sr. — Quackery;  Illustrations  of  the  Literature  of. 

Goddard.  H.  E. — Adventures  of  a  Young  Naturalist,  1  vol.  12mo.;  Ascham,  Roo-er, 
Toxophilus,  1  vol.  12mo.;  Buckle.  H.  T.,  Essays,  1  vol.  16mo.:  Burton,  W?  e! 
Cyclopaedia  of  Wit  and  Humor,  2  vols.  Svo.;  California  Academy  of  Natural 
Sciences,  Proceedings,  together  with  the  President’s  Annual  Address,  Con¬ 
stitution,  list  of  officers,  etc.,  1888;  Carlyle.  Thomas,  French  Revolution. 
3  vols.  in  2, 16mo.;  Elegies  of  Propertius,  etc.,  1  vol.  12mo.;  Lady  Alice;  or! 
the  New  Una,  1  vol.  8vo.;  Landor,  W.  S.  Works,  2  vols.  Svo. -.  Natural  System 
of  Volcanic  Rocks,  1vol.  Svo.;  Navigation  of  Atlantic,  Indian  and  Pacific 
Oceans,  1  vol.  8vo.;  Pacific  Coast  Mosses,  Catalogue  of;  Physical  Cause  of 
the  Death  of  Christ;  Seven  Great  Hymns  of  the  Mediaeval  Church,  The. 

Green,  John  M. — Mount  Holyoke  Female  Seminary,  South  Hadley,  'Mass.)  Catal 
logue,  1873-1874. 

Green,  Samuel  A. — American  Journal  of  Numismatics,  Vol.  G,  Nos.  3.  4;  Andrew  J 
A.  Eulogy  by  E.  P.  Whipple  on;  Beecher,  T.  K.  Lecture  bv;  Boston.  (Mass.) 
Argument  on  the  Annexation  of  Charlestown  and  Somerville  to;  Boston 
(Mass.)  Banquet  to  Lessoffsky  and  officers  of  the  Russian  fleet  at;  Boston’ 
(Mass.)  Beal,  John,  and  one  line  of  liis  descendants;  Boston,  (Mass.)  Board 
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Health,  Report,  1874;  Boston,  (Mass.)  Board  of  Trade,  Report  of  Delegates 
to  the  National  Board;  Boston,  (Mass.)  Catalogue  of  books  sold  April  II, 
December,  17,  20,  1844;  Boston,  (Mass.)  Charming  Home,  Reports  1  to  6, 
1*69-74;  Boston,  (Mass.)  Charlestown  Public  Library,  Report,  18.3;  Boston, 
(Mass.)  Children’s  Hospital  Report,  1  70-71;  Boston,  (Mass.)  Communica¬ 
tion  on  Asiatic  Cholera  from  the  City  Physician;  Boston,  (Mass.)  Home  for 
Aged  Colored  Women,  Report,  1873;  Boston,  (Mass.)  Home  for  Aged 
Women,  Report,  1872;  Boston,  (Mass.)  Inaugural  Address  of  X.  B.  Sliurt- 
leff,  January  4,  18i;9,  as  Mayor;  Boston,  (Mass.)  Industrial  Aid  Society,  An¬ 
nual  Reports,  1866-1*73;  Boston.  (Mass.)  Ladies’  Relief  Agency,  Report, 
1*74;  Boston,  (Mass.)  List  of  printed  maps  of;  Boston,  (Mass.)  Lying-in 
Hospital,  By-Laws,  1873;  Boston,  (Mass.)  Manual  for  the  Oversees  of  the 
Poor, 1866;  Boston.  (Mass.)  Mayors’ Address.  1866. 1  67, 186  >.  3  vols.;  Boston, 
(Mass.)  Municipal  Register,  1864,  1865,  1868,  1869,  4  vols.;  Boston,  (Mass.) 
National  Shakespeare  Fund.  Address,  etc.;  Boston,  (Mass.)  Numismatic 
Society,  Constitution  and  By-Laws.  1871;  Boston,  (Mass.)  Orations  on  July 
4th,  1861, 1862, 1863, 1*66, 1873,  1874;  Boston,  (Mass.)  Provident  Association, 
Directories,  186*-74,  Manual,  1853,  and  Reports.  1851-18  3,  of  the;  Boston, 
(Mass.)  Public  Health,  Digest  of  statutes  and  ordinances  relating  to  the; 
Boston,  (Mass.)  Quincy,  J.,  Remarks  on  extending  At  antic  Avenue;  Boston 
(Mass.)  Roman  Catholic  Children,  Report  of  Association  for  the  protection 
of  destitute,  1873-74;  Boston,  (Mass.)  School  Committee  Reports,  1867.  18  8, 
2  vols.;  Boston,  (Mass.)  State  Police,  argument  against  a;  Bos  on,  (Mass.) 
Temporary  Home  for  the  Destitute,  Reports,  1869-73;  Bos  on,  (Mass.) 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Union,  Address  by  A.  P.  Peabody  bef  re;  Dor¬ 
chester,  (Mass.)  Industrial  School  for  Bills,  Report  of  I  oard  of  Managers, 
1872;  Groton,  (Mass.)  Lawrence  Academy,  Catalogues  18  1,  1*,2  18  3, 
Jubilee,  July  12,  1854,  and  miscellaneous  papers;  Groton.  (Mass.)  Miscel¬ 
laneous  Reports,  18,30-72;  Groton,  (Mass.)  Public  Librarv .  Catalogues.  1855, 
1862;  Harvard  University,  Boylston  Medical  Society,  Catalogue.  1874  Har¬ 
vard  University,  Memorial  Biographies,  2  v  Is.;  Historical  sketch  of  the 
English  translation  of  the  Bible;  How  a  free  people  conduct  a  long  war; 
Massachusetts  Annual  Encampment  (1.  A.  R.,  Proceedings.  18  4;  Massachu¬ 
setts  General  Hospit  >1  Report,  1872;  Massachusetts  l  istorical  Society.  Act 
of  incorporation,  building  and  finances,  by-laws,  list  of  officers  and  resident 
members,  proceedings,  tribute  to  the  memory  of  James  Sav  ige,  etc.;  Medi¬ 
cal  Register  for  Boston,  Cambridge.  Charlestown  and  Chelsea,  i873;  Phila¬ 
delphia  Board  of  Health,  instructions  to  vaccine  physicians,  adopted  De¬ 
cember  5,  1871;  Sanitary  Code  for  Cities;  Ship  Fever  Fiske  fund  p'ize 
dissertation,  1*49;  Variegated  Leaves:  a  book  of  verse  and  prose;  War  claims 
against  the  United  States;  Webster,  D.  Address,  May  22,  18.54,  in  Faneuil 
Hall,  Boston. 

Greenough.  W.  W.  Quincy,  (Mass.)  Public  Library  Reports,  1872,  ’73  '71. 

Groton,  (Mass.) — Public  Library  Catalogue,  By-Laws  and  Regulations.  1855, 1862. 

Guthrie,  W.  E. — Betrothed,  The:  a  nation’s  vow;  Oration  on  tliedealhof  Abraham 
Lincoln. 

Hagar,  John  S. — Topographical  Atlas  to  Wheeler’s  Explorations  and  Surveys  West 
of  the  100th  meridian,  fol. 

Hall,  Wm.  H  . — Park  Commissioners,  S.  F.  Report,  1*72,  '73. 

Hawkins,  D.  A. — Report  on  Compulsory  Education. 

Head,  Truman. — Davis,  Andrew  Jackson,  Works,  27  vols. 

Henry,  Joseph. — Smithsonian  Publications,  Annual  Report,  1872.  Contributions 
to  Knowledge,  vol.  19;  Miscellaneous  Collections,  vols.  10,  11,  12. 

Heyneman,  A. — Religio  Medici,  Loud.  1'  82.  12mo. 

Hickox,  G.  C. — Chinese  and  Portuguese  Dictionary;  New  York  (City.)  Christian 
Work  in;  New  York  (City,)  Cooper  Union,  annual  reports,  by-law  s,  charter, 
miscellaneous  reports,  and  trust-deed;  New  York  (City.)  New  England 
Society,  Anniversary  Celebration,  Dec.  22  1873;  New  York  (City.)  New  City 
Prison  Commission.  Proceedings.  1874;  New  York  (State,)  University  Con¬ 
vocation.  1871.  ’72;  Thirty-four  (34)  miscellaneous  pamphlets. 

Hilgard,  J.  E. — U.  S.  Coast  Survey,  1870. 

Hill,  W.  S. — Elements  of  Philosophy. 

Hinsdale,  B.  A. — History  of  a  Great  Mind,  The. 

Hittell,  J.  S. — Cours  d’ec  nomie  politique;  Metaux  pr'cieux,  Les. 

Hopkins,  C.  T. — California  Wreck  Register,  1861-70;  Chamber  of  Commerce.  S.  F. 
Report  on  fares  and  freights;  Chamber  of  Commerce.  S.  F.  Report  on 
routes  of  transportation;  Common  sense  applied  to  the  immigrant  que  tiou; 
Ship  building  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  Nos.  I.  2. 

Humphreys,  A.  A. — Catalogue  of  Plants;  Chief  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  A.,  Report.  1873; 
Report  of  ornithological  specimens;  Report  uii  the  effects  of  the  sea-water 
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and  exposure  upon  the  iron-pile  shafts  of  the  Brandywine-shoal  light  house. 

Hunt,  H.  0. — Bar  Born  the  Madding  Crowd;  John  Thompson,  and  other  stories. 

Hunt.ngton,  E.  A. — Auburn  Theologi  al  Seminary,  (N.  X.'  Catalogue,  1873-74. 

Ives,  William. — Buffalo  (N.  Y.)  Young  Men  s  A-soeiation  Library,  first  supplement 
to  catalogue;  novels,  tales,  and  juvenile  hooks  added  to  the  Library  from 
18.0  to  1872. 

James,  W.  S.  Baker  City,  (Oregon,)  “  The  Herald.” 

Jon.  s,  H.  \V. — Keport  made  by  Kustel,  of  the  Vienna  Exposition,  to  the  Mechanics’ 
Institute,  S.  F.  1  -74. 

Kearney.  Arthur. —  S  . n  Bernardino:  its  resources  and  climate. 

Keeney.  Mrs  C.  C.-  In  the  Day-  of  my  Youth. 

Kelly,  Alfred  W. — For  Husks,  Food.  (N.  XX)  1874. 12mo.;  Journal  of  the  Senate  and 
Assembly  during  the  zOth  session  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Califor¬ 
nia  Sacramento,  1874.  2  vols.  8vo.;  Origin  of  metalliferous  deposits;  Poems 
of  Twenty  Years;  Santa  Clara  College  Cal.,  Catalogue  for  1873-74. 

Kimball,  John. — Life  p  oblems  answered  in  Christ;  Loud.  1870,  12mo. 

Kimball.  W.  C. — lteport  of  the  State  Librarian  to  the  New  Hampshire  Legislature, 
J  me  session.  18.4. 

Kixyox,  Frank. —  ‘Lyon  Co.  Times.” 

Kip.  We  I. —  Lenten  Fast.  The,  N.  Y..  1874.  12mo. 

Kneeland,  S. — Institute  of  Teel, nolo  y,  (  Mass.)  Annual  Beports,  1871-2,  1872-3; 
Catalo.ue  of  officers  and  students;  (Reports  of  the  president  and  secretary, 
and  depa  tments,  1871-72. 

Knox,  Jno.  Jay. —  eport  Comptroller  of  Currency,  1873,  Wa  - 1 1 .  8vo. 

Lan,  aster,  (Mass.) — Annual  Report  of  the  L  imy  Committee.  1>74. 

Lasher,  Geo.  W. — Madison  University,  Hamilton,  (N.Y.)  Catalogue  of  officers  and 
students,  1874. 

Law ren  e.  De  Witt  C. — St.  Helena  “Star.” 

l.E  .,  J.  W.  M. — Catalogue  of  Lnglish  prose  fiction  in  the  Baltimore  Mercantile  Li¬ 
brary,  1  74. 

Lees,  Shearer. — Livermore  “Enterprise.” 

Leland,  W. —  -  The  Republic,”  N.  Y.  paper. 

Liverpool,  (Eng.) — ITee  l’nb  ic  Li  lary.  Catalogue,  first  supplement,  1872. 

Locke,  Franklin  D. — Young  Men’s  As-.  (N.  Y.)  3-  li  Ann.  kept.,  1874. 

Logan,  Thos.  M. — Cal.  State  Board  of  Health,  Reports,  1  71-72-73.  (2  cop.) 

Lull,  Louis  R. — Deed  of  trust  given  by  James  Lick,  (copy);  Society  of  Cal.  Pio¬ 
neers.  Cons  itution,  By-Laws,  and  list  of  members. 

Lynch,  Mrs.  B. — Independent  Dispatch  ”  The. 

M  callister.  S.  A. — Wilmington  Institute,  7th  Ann.  Rept.,  1874. 

McLaffekty,  Rev  B.  S. — S.  F.  Baptist  Association,  Minutes  of  the  25th  Anniversary. 

Mason  &  1'ack. — “  C  esceut  City  Courier,’  The. 

Melrose,  R.  A  Co. — "Anaheim  Gazette,”  The. 

Mercantile  Lib.  Ass.  (XL  Y.) — 531  Ann.  Rept.,  1873-4. 

Montague.  W.  L. — Discourse  In  W.  S.  Tyler  nt.e  death  of  Rev.  Lewis  Sabine. 

Morrison  N.  H. — Peabody  Institute,  4tli  and  5th  Ann.  Repts.,  1871-72. 

M UNROE,  H.  S. — X'tsso  coals:  a  report,  Tokei.  Is74,  8vo. 

(New  York  State  Agricultural  Society,  Awards  at  the  .4th  Ann.  Exhib.  Sept.  1874. 

Noyes,  S.  B. — Brooklyn  Mer.  Lib.  Catalogue  of  works  of  fiction,  8vo.;  Bulletins 
Nos.  4,  J,  6. 

O’Neill,  Wm. — East  St.  Louis  Pub.  Lib.  Charter,  By-Laws  and  Regulations. 

Paine.  Nath. — Wor  ester  Free  Pub.  Lib.,  Ann.  Rep..  1873. 

Pakmele.  Geo.  L. — Hart  ord  (Ct  )  Xroung  Men’s  Assoc.,  Catalogue  of  the  Library  of, 
1  .3,  8vo.. 

Peabody  Institute — Founder  s  Letters  and  Papers  relating  to  its  Dedication  and 
Earl..  H  story,  Balt.,  1  68;  Wallis’ Discourse  on  ihe  Life  and  Character  of 
(.to.  Peabody,  Feb.  .8  ,8.0. 

Peoples,  W.  T.— Mere-anti  e  Library  Ass,  (N.  Y.)  Reports,  1821-71.  37  pam. 

Perjival,  E.  A.  Jr.— Eulis,  His  tort  of  Love,  Ac.,  8vo. 

Perkins,  Be  j.  C. —  -eabody  Institute,  (M  ss.)  21st  Ann.  Report. 

Peyton,  John  Lewis. — Memoir  of  Wm.  Madison  Peyt  n,  8vo. 

Pierce  J.  P. — Cal.  Water  Company,  i.ept.  on  the  Geo.getown  Divide,  S.  F.,  1874, 
8 .o.,  (2  cop.) 

Po  e,  John  t .-  Bistoiv  of  the  First  Baptist  Church.  S.  F..  1849-74. 

Putnam,  Douglas — Marietta  (Olio)  Co  lege,  Catalogue.  1873-4. 

Rice.  Wm. — Springfield  (Mass.)  City  Library  Ass.  Report,  1873. 

Richardson,  W.  A. —  inauce  Report,  1873,  (2c..p,j 

Robinson  Chas.  P. — Providence  Athenaeum.  39th  An.  Rep.  1874. 

lto  ell  J. — S.  F.  Port  Societ > ,  14th  Anniversary,  1874. 

Ruggles,  S.  B. — As  tor  Lib  ary,  Ann.  Rept,  18/4. 

Schulte,  Gustavus. — Columbus’  Wrath,  (2cup.) 
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Schwartz,  J.  Jr. — Apprentices’  Library,  (N.  Y.)  Catalogue,  8vo. 

Scott,  W.  A. — S.  F.  Theological  Seminary,  Catalogue,  1871-74. 

Sears,  Edw.  I. Institutes,  Academies  and  Seminaries  on  the  Hudson. 

Seth,  T.  Alex. — Mer.  Library  Ass.,  Baltimore,  Rept.,  1874. 

Sibley,  John  Langdon. — Harvard  College  Library  Catalogue,  6  vols.,  8vo.;  Tri- 
Annual  Catalogue,  Harvard  Coll..  1819,  1872. 

Smith,  Dr.  B.  Angus. — Divine  Drama  of  History  and  Civilization,  8vo. 

Smith,  Wm.  A. — Worcester  Mechanics’  Ass.,  Ann.  Bept.,  1874. 

Social  Science  Association  (Phila.) — Merits  of  Cremation. 

Spofford,  A.  B. — Report  of  Librarian  of  Congress,  1873. 

Stanley,  F.  Hastings. — Dressner’s  Pronunciation  of  the  Ancient  Romans,  16mo. 
Stern,  Hy. — Cincinnati  Mer.  Library  Ass.,  38th  &  39th  Ann.  Repts.,  1S72-3. 

Stoddy,  C.  P. — “  Calistoga  Free  Press,”  The. 

Stokes,  W.  A. — Penn.  R.  R.  Co.,  Report  of  the  Investigating  Committee  on  the. 
Stone,  Dr.  A.  L. — Mass.  Inst,  of  Technology,  President’s  Report,  1873. 

Stout,  A.  P>. — Archives  of  Medical  Department  of  University  of  Cal. 

Tatem,  H.  H. — Cincinnati  Mer.  Lib.  Rept.  1873. 

Taylor,  Wm.  B. — ‘  Eureka  Cupel.”  The. 

Thurstone,  Wm. — Buffalo,  Statistics  and  Information  relative  to  the  Trade  and 
Commerce  of. 

Tildes',  Jos. — God’s  Revenge  against  Murder,  Lond.,  1740.  sm.  fo.;  Ship  Ahoy!  8vo. 
Trinity  College  (Hartford,  Ct  ) — Catalogue,  1873^. 

Tuft’s  College. — Catalogue,  1871-5. 

United  States — [Bureau  of  Education] — Circulars  of  Information,  1874,  Nos.  1-4; 
|  Bureau  of  Navigation] — Logarithms  of  Sines  and  Co-sines; 

[Eng.  Department ] — Rept.  of  Board  of  Commissioners  on  the  Irrigation  of 
the  San  Joaquin,  Tulare  and  Sacramento  Valleys  of  Cal.,  1874,  8vo.;  Rept. 
on  the  compressive  strength,  specific  gravity  and  ratio  of  absorption  of  va¬ 
rious  kinds  of  building  stone,  from  different  sections  of  the  U.  S.,  tested  at 
Fort  Tompkins,  by  Q.  A.  Gillmore,  8vo. 

[  War  Department] — Rept.  of  a  Reconnaisance  in  the  Ute  Country,  made  in 
1873,  by  Lt.  E.  A.  Buffner,  8vo. 

[Patent  Office  | — General  Index  of  the  “Official  Gazette,”  &c.,for  1873,  8vo. 
Vaughan,  Prof. — University  of  Alabama,  Catalogue,  1873-4. 

Waite,  E.  M. — List  of  Premiums  at  the  Oregon  State  Fair  of  1874. 

Wayman,  J.  A. — Sentiment  in  Politics. 

Wells.  David  A.— Story  of  the  Leaden  Statuary. 

Wertenbackee,  Wm. — University  of  Virginia,  Catalogue,  1873-4. 

Wethebbee,  L.  B. — Ann.  Repts.  of  Light-House  Board  of  U.  S.,  1872,  8vo. 
Wheeler,  Geo.  M. — Rept.  of  Astronomical  Osbservations  made  at  Cheyenne,  8vo. 
Whitton,  Chas.  F. — “  Pacific  Coast  Pulpit,”  The. 

White,  Jos. — Mass.  State  Lib.,  Rept.  of  Librarian,  1874. 

Wiener,  A. — Ludwig  D'Eisach,  ou  les  trois  educations,  3  vols.  12mo.;  Presbytere  au 
bord  de  la  mer,  Le,  4  vols.  12mo.;  Rocky  Mountain  Saints,  The,  8vo.;  Tale 
of  a  Physician,  12mo. 

Wiener.  Mrs.  E.  0. — Cal.  Horticulturist,  15  Nos.;  Calistlienic  Songs,  12mo.;  Hutch- 
ing's  Cal.  Magazine.  185s,  8  Nos.;  1859,5  Nos.;  1860,  4  Nos.;  1861,  5  Nds.; 
Tilton’s  Journal  of  Horticulture.  15  Nos. 

Wilder,  David. — American  State  Papers,  Vols.  1-3,  3vols.,4to.;  Barrows’  Memoirs  of 
Parliament,  Vol.  1.  ;  Book  on  Parisl  vol.,  4to.;  Bullion's  LatinReader,  1vol., 
12mo.;  Coast  Survey.  1855,  1  vol.,  4to.;  Commercial  Relations,  1861,  1  vol., 
4to.;  Gazlay’s  Am.  Biography,  1  vol..  4to.;  Journal  of  Senate  of  Cal.  10th 
Sess..  1  vol..  8vo.;  N.  Am.  Review,  Jan.  1858,  1  vol.,  8vo.;  Pacific  Coast 
Directory,  1871-3.  1  vol.,  8vo.;  Pac.  R.  R.  Survey,  Vol.  1,  1  vol.,  4to.;  Penn. 
School  Report,  1869,  1  vol.,  8vo.;  San  Francisco  Directory,  1864-5,  1  vol., 
i;mo.;  United  States,  Commerce  and  Navigation,  1867,  1  vol..  8vo.;  United 
States,  Report  of  Com.  of  Indian  Affairs,  1872,  1  vol.,  8vo.;  United  States, 
Eighth  Census,  1860,  1  vol.,  8vo.;  United  States,  Patent  Office  Repts.,  1852, 
1  vol.,  8vo.;  United  States,  Statistics  at  large,  5  vols.,  4to.;  Wraxall’s  French 
History,  Vol.  3,  1  vol.,  4to. 

Williams.  H.  F. — Consideration  of  the  street  paving  question;  “First  steamship 
Pioneers,”  with  photographs;  A  festival  in  celebration  of  the  25th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  arrival  of  steamship  “California,”  Feb.  28,  1874. 

Winsor.  Justin. —  Boston  Pub.  Lib.,  Ann.  Repts.  of  Trustees,  1874. 

Yale  College. — Catalogue,  1874-5. 
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LIST  OF  A  FEW  OF  THE  MOST  IMPORTANT  WORKS 

Added  to  the  Library  in  1874. 

Abney,  Wm.  Di;W. — Instruction  in  Photography. 

Acrelius,  I. — History  of  New  Sweden. 

Adams,  C.  F. — Memoir  of  Jno.  Quincy  Adams,  3  vols.,  8vo. 

Adams,  C.  Ia. — Democracy  and  Monarchy  in  France. 

Adams,  F.  O. — History  of  Japan,  yoI.  1. 

Arundel  Society  Publications,  continuations  for  1873;  4  plates  chromo-lithographs; 
1,  Giotto,  St.  Francis  before  Honorius  III;  2,  Meister  Wilhelm,  Virgin  and 
the  child;  3,  Raffaelle,  Poets  of  Mt.  Parnassus;  4,  Titian,  St.  Anthony  of 
Padua  healing  the  foot  of  a  young  man;  5,  Extra  plate  for  1873,  Raffaelle, 
Justitia. 

Atkinson,  J.  B. — Art  Tour  to  Northern  Capitals  of  Europe. 

Bancroft,  Geo. — History  of  the  United  States,  Vol.  10. 

Bxrbier,  A.  A. — Dictioimaire  des  Ouvrages  Anonymes,  Vol.  2. 

Bardsley,  C.  W. — Our  English  Surnames. 

Bascom,  J. — Philosophy  of  English  Literature. 

Basi’IAT,  F. — Essays  on  Political  Economy. 

Bates,  Wm.  (Ed.) — Gallery  of  Illustrious  Literary  Characters. 

Bell,  T. — History  of  British  Quadrupeds. 

Black  Book  of  the  Admiralty,  2  vols..  4to. 

Blake,  E.  V.  (Ed.) — Arctic  ^Experiences. 

Boebmer,  E. — Spanish  Reformers  of  Two  Centuries,  from  1520,  Vol.  1,  8yo. 
Boniface,  J.  X. — Myths  of  the  Rhine,  illustrated. 

Bower,  A. — History  of  the  Popes,  from  the  foundation  of  the  See  of  Rome  to  the 
present  time,  7  vols.,  8vo. 

Bogardes,  A.  H. — Field,  Cover,  and  Trap  Shooting. 

Brackett,  A.  C. — Education  of  American  Girls. 

Bradlaugh,  C. — Impeachment  of  the  House  of  Brunswick. 

Bric-a-brac  Series,  Ed.  by  R.  H.  Stoddard,  4  vols..  12mo.;  Vol.  1,  Personal  Remi¬ 
niscences  by  Chorley,  Planche  and  Young;  Vol.  2,  Anecdote  Biographies  of 
Thackeray  and  Dickens;  Vol.  3,  Prosper  Merimee’s  Letter’s  to  an  Incognita, 
with  Recollections  by  Lamartine  and  Sand;  Vol.  4,  Personal  Reminiscences 
by  Barham,  Harness  and  Hodder. 

Brooke,  S.  A. — Theology  in  the  English  Poets. 

Brougham,  J.  ami  Elderkin,  J. — Lotos  Leaves,  illustrated. 

Bulwer-I.ytton,  R.  E.  (Lord  Lytton.) — Fables  in  Song. 

Burns,  W. — Scottish  War  of  Independence. 

Chappell,  W. — History  of  Music,  vol.  1. 

Chesney,  C.  C. — Essays  in  Modern  Military  Biography. 

Childe,  E.  L. — General  Lee,  sa  vie,  et  ses  campagnes. 

Choix  de  Rapports,  Opinions  et  Dlscours  prononces  a  la  Tribune  National,  Depuis 
1789,  jusqu’a  ce  jour,  23  vols.,  8vo. 

Colchester,  Lord.— Indian  Administration  of  Lord  Ellenborough. 

Colebrook.  Hy.  T. — Miscellaneous  Essays,  new  ed. ,  2  vols.,  8vo. 

Congreve.  R. — Essays,  Political,  Social  and  Religious. 

Conway,  31.  D. — Sacred  Anthology. 

Coulanges,  F.  de. — Ancient  City:'  A  Study  of  Greece  and  Rome. 

Cox,  P. — Squibs  of  California,  8vo. 

Cox,  W. — History  of  Greece,  2  vols.,  8vo. 

Cozzens,  S.  W. — Marvellous  Country;  or,  Three  Years  in  Arizona  and  New  Mexico, 
8vo. 

Crookes,  Wm. — Practical  Handbook  of  Dyeing  and  Calico-Printing. 
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Curwen,  H. — History  of  Booksellers,  the  old  and  the  new.  Portraits  and  illustra¬ 
tions,  8yo. 

Custer,  G.  A. — My  Life  on  the  Plains,  8vo. 

Diseakli,  Benj. — Biography  of  Lord  George  Bentinck,  2d  ed.,  8vo. 

Douglas,  C. — Chinese-]  nglisli  Dictionary  of  the  Amoy  Language. 
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ARIZONA  TERRITORY. 


Tucson.  |  Arizona  Miner 


Prescott. 


COLORADO  TERRITORY. 


Rocky  Mountain  Herald 


Denver. 


IDAHO  TERRITORY. 

Avalanche . . Silver  City.  I  Northerner . Lewiston. 

Idaho  Signal . Idaho  City.  |  Statesman . Boise  City. 

MONTANA  TERRITORY. 


New  North  West . 

WASHINGTON 

Argus . Port  Townsend. 

Courier. . .  ., . Puget  Sound. 

Olympia  Tribune . Olympia. 

Puget  Sound  Dispatch. Seattle. 


. Deer  Eodge , 

TERRITORY. 

Seattle  Intelligencer. .  .Seattle. 

Walla  Walla  Union. .  .Walla  Walla. 
Weekly  Messenger. .  .Port  Townsend. 


BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 

British  Colonist . Victoria.  [  Viet.  Weekly  Standard.  Victoria. 

HAWAIIAN  ISLANDS. 

Hawaiian  C.  Adv . Honolulu.  |  Hawaiian  Gazette  . Honolulu. 

CAPE  OF  GOOD  HOPE. 


Eastern  Province  Herald 


Cape  Good  Hope 


LIBRARY  STATISTICS 


RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 


Year. 

Receipts. 

Expenditures. 

Year. 

Receipts. 

Expenditures. 

1853 . 

_ $10,858  50. .. 

. $10,726  51 

1864 . 

_ $17,641  12... 

. $16,106  39 

1854 . 

_  13,387  30... 

.  11,838  02 

1865 . 

_  20,259  00... 

.  16,469  71 

1855 . 

.  8,747  96 

1866 . 

_  84,132  76... 

.  74,980  05 

1856 . 

....  10,300  00... 

.  8,989  27 

1867 . 

....121,256  15... 

1857 . 

_  11,777  87... 

.  12,474  73 

1868 . 

....145,312  31... 

. 145,312  31 

1858 . 

....  12,089  15... 

.  11,704  09 

1869 . 

....  82,148  53... 

.  82,148  35 

1859 . 

....  16,854  82... 

.  19,045  16 

1870 . 

. 492,935  75 

I860 . 

.  16,482  20 

1871 . 

....  26,674  20... 

.  41,186  38 

18G1 . 

....  15,852  98... 

.  15,112  22 

1872 . 

_  26,483  83... 

.  25,471  29 

1862 . 

....  15,333  26... 

.  13,506  79 

1873 . 

.  31,038  66 

1863 . 

....  14,601  75... 

.  14,460  40 

1874 . 

....  32,897  25... 

.  33,258  36 

GROWTH  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 


NUMBER  OF  VOLUMES  AT  THE  COMMENCEMENT  OF  EACH  YEAR. 


Year.  No.  of  Volumes. 

1853  .  1,500 

1854  .  2,705 

Year. 

1865  . 18,095 

1866  . 19,711 

1867  . 21,557 

1856 .  3,833 

1868 . 24^020 

1857  .  6,135 

1858  .  8,447 

1859  . 10,066 

1860  . 11,485 

1861  . 13,821 

1862  . 14,985 

1863  . 15,906 

1869  . 25,745 

1870  . 28,110 

1871  . 30,002 

1872  . 30,006 

1873  . 33,614 

1874  . 36,356 

1875  . 39,148 

1864 . 16,620 

INCREASE  OF  MEMBERS. 


NUMBER  OF  MEMBERS  AT  THE  COMMENCEMENT  OF  EACH  YEAR. 


Year.  No.  of  Members. 

1854  .  392 

1855  .  552 

1856  .  550 

1857  . 1,250 

1858  . 1,176 

1859  .  . .• . 1,319 

1860  . 1,817 

1861  . 1,694 

1862  . 1,725 

1863  . .1,786 

1864  . 1,435  | 


Year.  No.  of  Members. 

1865 . 1,650 

1806 . 2,198 

1867  . 1,708 

1868  . 1,818 

1869  . 1,870 

1870  . 1,984 

1871  . 2,020 

1872  . 2,062 

1873  . 2,048 

1874  . 2,038 

1875  . ‘ . 2,041 


OPERATIONS  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 


NUMBER  OF  VOLUMES  TAKEN  OUT. 


Year.  No.  of  Volumes. 

1854  .  3,371 

1855  .  8,367 

1856  . 10,466 

1857  . 17  528 

1858  . 17,321 

1859  . 21,903 

1860  . 25,757 

1861  . 31,955 

1862  . 31,464 

1863  . 35,702 

1864  . 40,136 


Year.  No.  of  Volumes. 

1865  . 41,737 

1866  . 54,389 

1867  . 54,492 

1868  . 62,237 

1869  . 79,189 

1870  . 82,564 

1871  . 84.710 

1872  .  88,916 

1873  . 88,751 

1874  . 84,763 


